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| “Sraving i the keepers gquarters brings you claser to the pmst. Even-with the modern comeniences, its
bike: reliving histors” savs Barbara Yoo of Grand Rapids. $he and her hosband, Baob, just finishid their
first vear in the solunteer light | keepers program ul Big Sable Paint Lighthouse {pictured] in Lisdington
State Pask, just north of |4||.‘|||1|.ll'-z1 an the ceniral Lales Mick tigan &hore
They're A the L fortimane: hstary bulTs selected fo semve two-weck oors of duey as voluneer
an..r aach summen Aboit hall are repeaters whio can’t stay awae: some come from as far sy as
I Clalifarmin, Whshingan and Floshds :
| “There's na other lighthouse, that | knoe of, that bes avolusteer program that offers the participants
Ary OpEpEninidy o Bive Bor Pwn weeksin a 138 VEar: s | |I:,-_||. Ficiise. s aaene bk director Meane ¥ [T
Six yolunbeers sene of & time, putting o miniooen eighe-hoor days and seven-day weeks, In addivien
RRCCLENE VisiLEs, ||.':|lJir|!.1 {onars ||'.d -:||'-|'r.||.|z|- the pift shiog, valinteers nsaintain e Bacility by swvecs pHng,
i never-ending tagk when veu're beachside — remuoving trmsh, wazering lowers and whaneser elae
| el it Jack and Elxire: Boege of Sparta. Michigan, have volonieesed a1 Big Sable for three years
[ Elaine prefers o sork irc the @it slop, bat [ack. a retined elementary schost ieachier, savs lis [avorite
paart of the jib i wanking the tower,

BEC ! E "1]1'[”

thelDoor
tower 100
tumes.

—Jack Hu’t*'
volunteer IIJlTr'IE keene
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My Fires year, [set a goal of climbing the 112-foot-tall tower 800 times,” he says. "Cine af my fellow
KerpeTs |_||_.:i;._|-||.:-|_:\. if pointing e out b visiors. He'd s Ssee thae 2Ly e 1111"'“_'!:' Hix “«'.IHI 15 [ n:||.lT'||'I|
the tower steps 100 times while he's heére. My pral i 4o ket him.” " That summer, fack elimbsed those steps
[0 rirves. The second vear, & was 105 times. The third vear, e neached his ail-time recard with |06
climbs. For those counting, thats 338 trips ar 43,940 steps over Lhroe years

O conrse, it's not all work and no play. At the end of the day, volunteers share meals, walk the beach,
mnther araund a camplive or just watch the sunset. They talk. lusigh and i Friemelships. In Sinct, many
of the: volumteers wh retum year after vear select dates based on when their keeper fricns will be there

Thev all come te asow thee Bistary of the Big Sable Point Lighthouse as well as their avwn. Built af
"|1'.||.'|i||.|l‘§.l'."'l.' 1 P |:_'ir||- |-||-||: kin “-ﬂ" |'||q- |1|-| |l|-i|;|r;||_i|-||_|' eyl Wk |;I'||'.H5-i-|!|.‘l [T ] |"'|J|.'|.'5- {a] |I'|P= l'lll'l-}'
1900, s the hlack and white daymark was introdueced. In 1949, Big Sable was the las .
Chrent Lakes Tight to be wired for electricity, with the st civilian keeper retning in 1964,

Mo, volunteers keep Big Sable unning. Why? Eqch has o ditferent neson, Bearban says
lrplgthonises have alwass been sprcial 1o hier, and she thrillesd at the opporiunis e tend the
Lll_[';h iF o oe ton ek a ez [her procmansies, i."':-.|'\ll.'l'i-\.'l:rL'I.'!- ardl rrll."'ﬂ-l-lhhilid- {?ﬂﬂ'} Elﬂk'l."

ts bizacon even more Enapartant e heeer: Wnulel ahe vecomimend the k.l.'ﬂ].l. . i '_" __ to
bhere? With 2 smvirk. she anmwers, Mo, .. bt only hecaise | don't wank il Sssmspol
Ay A
=
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\WMaybe you've alWdys dreamed of belng @ lighthouse
W késper or E}erhaps ou're longing to sall @ schooner on

the Great Lakes or be a race car driver, if only for a day.
\These dreams and others come true on this sampling

of Michigan getaways. Don't settle for a mere vacation;

make the memories of a lifetime! For details about these

trips and more choices, visit michigan.org/experiences.
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